Parishes of

Glendermott & Strathfoyle
Sunday 4™ October 2026

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Staying close to the one
who tends the vineyard

For the third Sunday in a row, the Gospel brings us back to the vineyard.
Two weeks ago, the owner went out repeatedly to invite workers, generous
to all who came. Last week, we met two sons and learned that a true "yes"
to God is shown in what we do. This week, Jesus tells the story of tenants
who were trusted with a vineyard and forgot it was never theirs.

Our first reading from Isaiah sets the scene with a love song. God digs the
soil, clears the stones, plants the finest vines and builds a watchtower to
protect them. He gives everything, and then waits, hoping for good fruit. In
the Gospel, the owner's patience is remarkable. He sends servant after
servant, and finally his own son. It is a picture of how far God is willing to
go to reach us.

The tenants' mistake is one we can all make: treating what we have been
given as if we own it. Our time, our talents, our families, our faith, even the
earth itself are gifts entrusted to us. Fittingly, today would ordinarily be the
feast of St Francis of Assisi, who saw all creation as God's gift and held
nothing as his own.

This week, we might ask ourselves: what fruit is God hoping to find in my
life? Perhaps patience at home, generosity with our time, care for someone
in need, or simply more time given to prayer.

If that question feels daunting, St Paul offers comfort in our second reading.
Don't be anxious, he says; bring everything to God in prayer, and the peace
of God will guard your hearts. We are not asked to produce fruit on our
own. We are asked to stay close to the One who tends the vineyard.

As October begins, the month of the Rosary, may Our Lady help us bear
fruit for her Son.




Baptisms — We welcome into God’s family: Eadhla Rose McGuinness, Blackthorn
Manor, Callum John McConnellogue, Gelvin Grange and Darragh Christy McDaid,
Rossnagalliagh Park.

Deaths — We pray for Kathleen Ward, Sandringham Drive, Prehen, Marianne
Kelly, late of Clooney Terrace, Teresa Kelly, Enagh Crescent and Shea Mullan,
Deer Park.

Anniversaries — For those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Hugo
Shiels, John Doherty, Lily Gourley, William Canning, Jim Houston, Elsie McDaid,
Willie McDaid, Irene Rainey, Jonathan Gibbons, Mary O’Neill, Mary O’Donnell,
Brigid Owen, Jack McDowell, Sean McGill, Frances McGinley, Tom Leonard

Offertory Collections: Glendermott: £4,285.00 Strathfoyle: £550.00
Thank you for your generosity to the parish collections.

Viatores Christi expressses their heartfelt gratitude to the parishioners for their
contribution to Viatores Christi last weekend, assisting in work with partner
projects in some of the poorest communities of our world.

Vocations - Are you 18 years or older and thinking or wondering about serving
the Church as a priest of the diocese of Derry? There will be an afternoon Talk
with time for Prayer, Discussion, Questions & Answers in Derry on Sunday 11
October. Further details please contact Fr Pat O'Hagan at pgoh2111@gmail.com

Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible Many of us want to read the Bible but can find
it difficult to understand. The Parish will be running ‘Unlocking the Mystery of the
Bible’, an eight-part course that will help us to understand the main story of the
Bible and how all the different parts fit together. It gives the ‘big picture’ and helps
us see what the Bible is really about. We will meet on Monday evenings starting
on 2" November at 8pm (after 7.30pm Mass) in the Parish Hall, St Columb’s
Church. Sessions will begin with prayer, followed by a video presentation and
small group discussion. By the end, you’ll feel more confident reading the Bible
and have a better understanding of how you fit into God’s plan. To register for the
course, please leave your name and contact details at the Parish Office (028 71
342303 or email secretary@watersideparish.net).

Our Lady, Untier of Knots Novena - The Novena to Our Lady, Untier of Knots
began after the 7.30pm Mass on Thursday, 1% October in St Eugene’s Cathedral. It
will continue for the following eight Thursdays, concluding on 26™ November. Do
you have “knots” in your life? All are welcome to join in prayer and reflection
during this special time of grace.

Rosary on the beach — The Holy Rosary will be prayed on Sunday 4™ October at
3:00pm at Lisfannon Beach
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IMPORTANT NOTICE — Please note that there will be a Eucharistic Service in the
Church of Immaculate Conception on Monday to Friday during the coming week.
(ie Not Mass) at 9:15am. There will be no weekday Masses in St Oliver Plunkett or
St Mary’s Oratory until further notice. There will be Mass as usual in St. Columb’s
Church Monday to Friday at 10:00am and 7:30pm.

Trench Road Folk Group have returned for practises on Wednesday evenings
in Malvern Terrace Parish Hall at 7pm. New and returning singers are welcome.
Ages P7 up to and including adults.'

“He who sings, prays twice.” (St Augustine) — St Columb’s Church resumed in
September. We are constantly looking for new singers, maybe you would consider
joining, just come along and give it a try or talk to Markus or any choir members

Vocations Society of St Joseph (Waterside Parish) The next meeting will be held
on Wednesday 07 October after 10.00 am Mass. We continue to pray for priests,
vocations to priesthood and religious life and support seminarians. The Rosary on
Thursday mornings at 9.30am is offered for this intention.

Lectio Divina — Join us on Thursday evenings at 8:00pm in St Columb’s Church for
our weekly praying of the Sacred Scriptures.

Centring Prayer Group — Join us on Wednesday at 8:00pm in the St Columb’s
Church (Parish Hall)

Rise & Shine Group — DERRY GROUP 110 (formerly The Irish Pilgrimage Trust) —
Do you know a young person who would benefit from a week of friendship, fun,
faith and unforgettable memories in Lourdes? Rise & Shine brings children (11+)
and young adults with additional needs on a week-long pilgrimage holiday to
Lourdes each Easter. The trip is free for our guests as our volunteers fundraise for
it. For more information, and to apply, please see www.riseandshine.ie.
Applications for the 2027 Easter Pilgrimage are currently open and close on 15%
October 2026.

Thornhill Ministries - will lead an introduction to the practice of praying Scripture
in a reflective way that will help participants let the Word of God nestle in the
quiet corner of the heart. 'Open heart - Open to the Word' series of 4 Sundays in
October 3:30 - 4:30 pm Emmaus Room, Pennyburn Church. All welcome

ACCORD COUPLE COUNSELLING - Our couples counselling specialists provide
in-person and online services to individuals and couples dealing with
relationship challenges. For further information Accord Derry Tel; (028)
71362475 E mail; derry@accordni.com Web; www.accordni.com
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Sunday Cycle A Weekday Cycle 2 Psalter week 3
Mass & Confession Times

Sunday

St Columb’s Church 10.00am, 12.30pm & 6.00pm
Church of Immaculate Conception 10.15am & 12.15pm

St Oliver Plunkett Church 11.15am

St Mary’s Oratory 9.15am

Monday - Friday

St Columb’s Church 10.00am & 7.30pm
Church of Immaculate Conception 9.15am - Prayer Service
St Oliver Plunkett’s Church

St Mary’s Oratory

Saturday

St Columb’s Church 10.00am & 7.00pm (Vigil of Sunday)

Church of Immaculate Conception 6.00pm (Vigil of Sunday)

St Oliver Plunkett’s Church 6.00pm (Vigil of Sunday)

Confessions

St Columb’s Church Monday - Friday 7.00pm — 7.25pm
Saturday after 10.00 Mass

Church of Immaculate Conception Saturday 5.30pm — 5.55pm

St Oliver Plunkett’s Church Saturday 5.30pm — 5.55pm

Parish Office 32 Chapel Road, Derry BT47 2BB. Tel. 02871 342303
Email: secretary@watersideparish.net Web: www.watersideparish.net
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/WatersideParish

Rev. Michael Canny PP 02871342303 secretary@watersideparish.net
Rev. Patrick Lagan CC 02871342303 secretary@watersidepaish.net
Rev Joshy Parokkaran CC 02871342303 secretary@watersideparish.net

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS - If you are concerned about

the welfare and safety of children or a vulnerable adult contact: Designated Diocesan Person Ms
Marie Gormley at 07596500793 or marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org or PSNI 101.

Our Churches are monitored by CCTV cameras and by live streaming. Live streaming can
be viewed online at the parish website. The Diocese of Derry Privacy Notice is displayed
on the parish website and Church notice board.
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