
Parishes of Glendermott & Strathfoyle
Sunday 26th October 2025

Points to Ponder
From the outside the Pharisee and tax collector seem very
different. They are not, however, as different as we might
think, for on the inside they are both dead, lost, broken,
and in need of God.

The difference is that the tax collector knows he is dead
and the Pharisee does not. The difference is that the

Pharisee keeps score and the tax collector cries out, ‘God be merciful to me, a
sinner! One who is missing you. One who is in need of you. One who is and has
nothing apart from you.’

To know we are dead is the beginning of resurrection. Scorekeeping blinds us to
our own death. This parable is the invitation to stop keeping score, to
acknowledge and hole before God the dead places of our life, the failures and
disappointments; the break ups and break downs; the emptiness, sufferings,
addictions; the places of our life where we no longer dream dreams, have
visions, or prophesy. That is what the tax collector did.

The tax collector went home justified, not because he was good or better than
the Pharisee, he was not, but because he offered God a dead life not a scorecard.
God did not withhold anything from the Pharisee. God simply gave him what he
asked for, nothing. For the tax collector God’s mercy has opened the door to a
new life, a new world, a new self-understanding, a new relationship with God.

The beginning of a new story, a new life, is a choice God sets before each one of
us.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

50th Anniversary of St Oliver Plunkett Parish – to mark the 50th anniversary
of St Oliver Plunkett parish Strathfoyle a pilgrimage will take place on Saturday,
8th November to the St Oliver Plunkett memorial church in Drogheda. A tour of
the relics and variety of items relevant to St Oliver’s life and time spent in prison,
included, followed by Mass in the church. The cost is £28 per person. For further
information and to book please contact John McCarron on 07732249346.



Mass Arrangements for Feast of All Saints –
Saturday, 1st November.

Friday, 31st October 6.00pm Church of Immaculate Conception
5.00pm St Oliver Plunkett (note change of time)
6.30pm St Columb’s Church (note change of time)

Saturday, 1st November 10.00am St Columb’s Church
11.00am Immaculate Conception
11.00am St Mary’s Oratory

Usual weekend Vigil times 6.00pm Church of Immaculate Conception
6.00pm St Oliver Plunkett
7.00pm St Columb’s Church

==================================================================
Baptisms - we welcome into the family of God – Eire Moya Maguire, Fennel
Drive, Antrim, Cahir Dennis Doherty, Claragh Crescent.

Deaths – We offer our sympathy to the family and friends of Joe Devine,
Dunseverick Drive

Anniversaries: We are asked to remember in our prayers – John Monaghan,
Paul McFadden, Gretta Murray, Paddy Joe McPeake, Margaret Flynn, Charles
Mullan, James Mellon, Bob Kelly, Norah Browne, Gerald Shiels, Lena McLaughlin,
William McConomy, Evelyn Friel, Joe Fegan
Grant them, O Lord, and all who sleep in Christ, a place of refreshment, light, and peace.

Offertory Collection: Glendermott: £3347.00 Strathfoyle: £490.00
Thank you for your generosity to the parish collection also the Mission

Collection taken up last weekend.

Vocations – For our seminarians, for the men discerning their vocation, and for
the future priests of the diocese that, like St Paul, they will be safe to say, “I have
fought the good fight; I have run the race to the end; I have kept the faith.”

Pope Leo urges Catholics to pray daily Rosary for Peace in October – to
invoke God’s gift of peace.

Lectio Divina – Our weekly meditation on the Sacred Scriptures will continue in
the side chapel of St Columb’s Church, Chapel Road on Thursdays after 7.30pm
Mass.



Fireside Quiz winners - !st Celine McDaid, 2nd Ken Ferguson, 3rd, Rose
McKeegan. A sincere thanks to all who bought or donated.

St Therese of Lisieux - This year it is 100 years since St Therese of Lisieux was
declared a Saint. To mark this wonderful occasion, Termonbacca Carmelites have
built a new chapel which holds a first-class relic of St Therese. Every Monday we
will hold a weekly prayer hour, praying for her intercession, particularly praying
for world peace. Prayer will be from 7:30-8:30pm and everyone is welcome.

Mass and Holy Hour for Vocations: On Tuesday evening 28th October , 7.30pm
Mass in St Columb’s Church, Chapel Road will be offered for an increase in
Vocations to the Priesthood in the Diocese of Derry. This will be followed by a
Holy Hour from 8.00pm – 9.00pm, concluding with Night Prayer and Benediction.

Churches Trust – The Churches Trust, based on Limavady Road, are looking for
people representing the Catholic Church as members of the Trusts Board.
Anyone interested leave name at the parish office during the coming week. The
board meets about 5 times a year, usually about 11am, for about 2 hours

St Vincent de Paul Derry is looking for individuals who could assist for a few
hours a week as van drivers. Email: svp.derry@svpni.co.uk if you can help.

Accord Derry Marriage Preparation Workshops – September to November
2025. November 7th and 8th 2025. All the above courses are now online for
booking at www.accordni.com These courses are in person and not virtual.

Feast of All Saints - this feast reminds us of countless people, who will
always remain unknown on earth, though very well known to God, to the
Angels and all the other inhabitants of heaven. They will never be formally
canonised, because they were apparently so ordinary - though actually
very extraordinary. Not for them fame, or miracles, or a cult of devotion
among the faithful in all the following centuries.

All these Saints in heaven are our friends. We may have been privileged to
meet and know some of them on this earth too. As for all those up now in
heaven: they may be far above us in merit and holiness and glory; but still
we are in communion with them. We can’t pray for them, because they
need nothing; but we can pray with them, and they certainly pray for us -
and with great efficacy and power.

mailto:svp.derry@svpni.co.uk
http://www.accordni.com


Mass Schedule
Sunday
St Columb’s Church 10.00am, 12.30pm & 6.00pm
Immaculate Conception 10.15am &12.15pm
St Oliver Plunkett 11.15am
St Mary’s Oratory 9.15am

Monday -Friday (Check Church Holidays for changes)
St Columb’s Church 10.00am & 7.30pm
Immaculate Conception 9.15 am
St Oliver Plunkett 11.00 am

(11.00am Mass in St Mary’s Oratory every Wednesday)

Saturday
St Columb’s Church 10.00am, 7.00pm (Sunday Vigil)
Immaculate Conception 11.00am, 6.00pm (Sunday Vigil)
St Oliver Plunkett 6.00pm (Sunday)

Confessions
St Columb’s – Saturday after 10.00am Mass
Monday-Friday at 7.00pm before evening Mass
Immaculate Conception – after 11.00am Mass every Saturday at 5.30pm
before evening Mass on Saturday.
St Oliver Plunkett – Every Saturday at 5.30pm before the Vigil Mass.
……………………………………………………………………………………………
Parish Office: 32 Chapel Road, Derry BT47 2BB Tel (028) 71342303.
Email: secretary@watersideparish.net Web: www.watersideparish.net
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/WatersideParish

Rev, Michael Canny PP 02871342303 secretary@watersideparish.net
Rev. Patrick Lagan CC 02871342303 secretary@watersideparish.net
Rev. Joshy Parokkaran CC 02871342303 secretary@watersideparish.net
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS – If you are concerned
about the welfare and safety of children or a vulnerable adult contact:
Designated Diocesan person Ms Marie Gormley at +44 7596500793 or
marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org or PSNI101.
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