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FOREWORD

We heartily welcome all who have come here today to rejoice
with us on this solemn occasion. We extend a special welcome to
Bishop Edward Daly and we thank him for his interest and
support from the moment the building of our new church was
first mooted. We are also very pleased that so many priests who
are natives of the parish, or who have served here in the past,
have been able to join us in concelebrating the Mass of
Dedication.

At last, having experienced for almost seven years the limitations
imposed by the celebration of Sunday and Holyday Masses in the
assembly-hall of our secondary school, the parishioners now
have a worthy building in which their sacramental and devotional
life may be nourished and in which they can participate fully in
the supreme liturgical action of Holy Mass. The incorporation of a
presbytery to house two curates as a feature of the design will,
we feel sure, make possible a better service for those living in an
area of the parish which has been developed intensely in recent
years.

Particular pride is taken from the fact that a native of the parish
designed our new church and that a parishioner constructed it.
We warmly congratulate both men, and all those who have co-
operated with them in this project, on a very fine achievement.

Our deepest gratitude is reserved for our own parishioners. Their
encouragement and generosity have been truly heartening. Most
parishes setting out to build a church would have the bulk of the
money needed for it already gathered. In contrast, the parish of
Glendermott was heavily in debt before embarking on this
project. Future generations will have cause to marvel at the
degree of confidence in God and the spirit of self-sacrifice
displayed by the present parishioners.

We pray that our new church, dedicated today in honour of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, may always
be an effective sign of the abiding presence of God among his
people. Through the intercession of Our Lady, may the peace of
Christ be in the hearts and homes of all who come to worship
here.

Austin Duffy, P.P.
Eugene Boland, C.C.
Colum Clerkin, C.C.
Eamon McDevitt, C.C.
Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Kevin Hegarty, C.C.
31 May 1981 Neil Farren, C.C.



ABOUT THE NEW CHURCH...

The plan of the church approximates to a fan-shape. A large
sanctuary is arranged at the wider end. The congregation is thus
gathered close to the Altar and encouraged to participate in the
Mass and ceremonies. Advantage has been taken of the greater
Aimension across this end of the church to accommodate two
confessionals and the organ on one side of the santuary, with the
Baptismal Font and the Shrine of Our Lady on the other. On this
latter side, set into the wall, is the foundation stone in polished
Kilkenny limestone which was blessed by Pope John Paul Il and
was laid by Bishop Edward Daly.

A feature of the generous santuary is the elevated position of
the Ambo and Chair which are raised four steps above the
predella on which stands the onyx Altar mensa supported on
twelve columns carved in the same material. The completely
veiled Tabernacle is carried on a Sicilian marble shelf to one side
of the santuary surrounded by four plaques with relief carvings
symbolic of the Eucharist.

Along the low flanking walls of the nave sixteen square
windows with leaded glazing, designed by Oonagh Madden.
provide intervening positions for the lindenwood Stations of the
Cross which were hand-carved in Germany. The four corners
of the nave have been selected for the consecration crosses
which are en suite with the foundation stone.

The main lighting of the church is from the large area of
insulated glazing arranged around the apex of the roof. The
double layers of this laminated glass allow unusual views from
the nave of the large external cross.

The mahogany seating provides accommodation for a
congregation of 600 and is subdivided by six aisles to permit
convenient circulation for Holy Communion. No seat is further
than 16 metres from the Altar.

At the narrower end, the main porch, with entrance doors on
opposite sides, has been placed where it can also provide access
to the sacristies and the presbytery. Because of the steep fall
across the site it was found possible to plan the presbytery on
two floors. At first floor level, which is a continuation of that in
the church, accommodation has been provided for one visiting
and two resident priests. The dining room, office, entrance hall
and housekeeper’'s accommodation occupy the ground floor At
this level also is the boiler room containing two oil fired boilers,
one for the presbytery and a second to circulate ducted warm air
by means of an air-handling unit to the church The system is
designed to introduce external air in the event of excessive
humidity.

Four graduated steel portal frames support the rising roof
from its lowest level over the porch to its apex, where a base is
provided for the four-metre high cross cast in fibre glass around a
hollow steel cave. A series of semi-portals converging on the

apex define the folded roof form over the sanctuary. The reverse
slope of roof over the presbytery is in traditional timber
construction.

The continuous roof is covered with blue-black asbestos
slating and lined internally in the church with redwood sheeting
in a pattern of opposing diagonals. The portal frames have been
sheathed to match. Externally the walls of the building are dry
dashed with crushed shell chippings. Internally the walls of the
church are finished with decorated rough cast plaster. The entire
sanctuary is floored with German ceramic tiles and the floor of
the nave is covered with nylon carpet.




SOMETHING OLD

The Hammond Organ was presented to the parish for use in our
new church by the United States Navy when the base at Clooney
was decommissioned in 1977.

The statute of Our Lady was for many years in the Convent of
Mercy, Pump Street. The Sisters have presented it to our new
church.

The parish of Desertegney and Lower Fahan has presented us
with the Baptismal Font and other items of Italian onyx and
Sicilian marble which were in use at Saint Mary’s Oratory,
Buncrana for fifty years prior to its renovation in 1979. These now
furnish our sanctuary with the addition of twelve new onyx
supports for the altar and new top and bottom sheets of Sicilian
marble for the altar table.

For all these gifts we are deeply grateful.

The concelebrants of the Mass of Dedication are wearing
the vestments which were specially designed for the Papal

Mass at Knock in September, 1979. We are indebted to
Monsignor James Horan for this privilege.

12 May 1978

22 February 1979

30 May 1979

5 July 1979

SIGNIFICANT DATES...

F. M. Corr and Associates were
commissioned by Reverend Austin Duffy,
P.P., to design a new church to seat 600
people and a presbytery for two curates on a
site at Trench Road which had been acquired
by Reverend John McGaughey, P.P.

Bishop Edward Daly gave formal approval for
the title “Church of the Immaculate
Conception.

Sketch plans were approved by the Diocesan
Liturgical Commission.

Sketch plans were approved by the Diocesan

Building Committee

30 September 1979

21 March 1980

25 March 1980

2 April 1980

12 May 1980

The Foundation Stone was blessed by Pope
John Paul Il during his Pastoral Visit to Our
Lady’s Shrine at Knock.

Tenders for the construction of the new
church and presbytery were received.

The ceremony of cutting the first sod was
performed by Reverend Austin Duffy, P.P.

The tender submitted by Gerald McCormick
to build the new church and presbytery for a
sum of £258,000.00 was accepted.

Gerald McCormick commenced work on the
site. Under the terms of his contract the
building is due to be completed by 12 August
1981.



1841

1917

1930

1948

1958

PREVIOUS CHURCH DEDICATIONS IN THE PARISH OF
GLENDERMOTT...

Saint Columb’s Church at Waterside.

Saint Canice’s Chapel-Of-Ease at Enagh Lough (now
replaced by SaintOliver Plunket’s Church in the new
parish of Strathfoyle).

Saint Mary’s Church at Ardmore (since 1974 the parish
church of the new parish of Ardmore).

Saint Mary’s Chapel-Of-Ease at Newbuildings.

Chapel of the Good Shepherd Convent at Waterside.

Reverend Kevin Hegarty, C.U.

PRESENT IN SANCTUARY

Right Reverend Monsignor Bernard Kielt, P.P., V.G.
Right Reverend Monsignor James A. Coulter

MASTERS OF CEREMONIES
Reverend Edward Kilpatrick, Diocesan Secretary
Reverend Aidan Mullan, Spiritual Director, Saint Columb’s College

CANTORS

Reverend John Irwin, C.C.
Reverend Kevin Mullan, C.C.

FIRST READER — Mr. Joseph Fegan, Deputy Mayor of Derry
PSALMIST — Mr. Eugene 0’'Hagan, Clerical Student
SECOND READER — Sister Maria, Superioress of the Good Shepherd Convent

ORGANIST AND CHOIR MASTER - Mr. Sean Friel



















































