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St. Columb's Church Waterside

/ | 150th Anniversa
f ; [ ) I was at a magnificent exhibition of old p 10to-graphs of
t, 0 [um6 5 Derry some months ago. One of the photographs depicted

the Waterside as seen from the Derry side of the Foyle. St.

ﬁ Columb's Church stood out in
urc . splendid isolation. There were

scarcely any other buildings

around it or near it,
g[end.ermOtt . This fine building has stood on

this spot for 150 years. It has
been the place of worship for
the Catholic people of this
- parish of Glendermott, their
i parish church. In this building,
' generation after generation of
Waterside people have been
baptised, confirmed and
married. It has been the
location for all the great
occasions of both happiness
and sadness over the years. A
parish church is filled with all
: kinds of memories for all kinds of people. Each parishioner
i *| or former parishioner has his or her own special memories.

+

St. Columb's Church was magnificently renovated and
restored in recent years. It is a very beautiful church and the
oldest Catholic church in use in the Derry City area. We are
all rightly proud of it.

| I look forward very much to the 150th Anniversary
' celebrations.

| Bishop of Derry June 199} )
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@t. Columb's Cﬁurcﬁ)

REYV. JOHN R. WALSH

St. Columb's Church in the Waterside celebrates its one hundred and
fiftieth anniversary!

This noble building has a special place in the affections of the people of
Glendermott. It is their parish church - a symbol of the fact that they are
a worshipping community with a rich past, a vibrant present and a
bright future.

St. Columb's is one hundred and fifty years old. From one perspective
this looks like venerability. A century and a half have passed since its
solemn opening and dedication. At least four generations have received
baptism, been confirmed, married, confessed their sins, joined in the
Eucharist, had priests, brothers, and nuns inducted for them, attended
retreats and missions and finally received their funeral rites within its
walls. From another point of view, this is a short period of time - a mere
tenth of its span! - in the life of the Christian Community in the territory
south and east of the Foyle.

ST. COLUMBS CHURCH 1863

There have been Christians in Glendermott, worshipping God as a
community for some fifteen hundred years. Successive generations of
parishioners have prayed and given honour to God in sanctuaries which
answered their specific needs at their particular time,

In the Golden Age of the Celtic Church, when O'Caireallains
(descendants of the Diarmuid, from whom the parish takes its name)
and their numerous cousins - the Doyles, the Kennedys, the Murrays,
the Duddys and the McGettigans - controlled the district, Mass was
said, the Divine Office recited and the sacraments administered in
monastery churches at Clondermot, Enagh Lough, Clooney, Gransha
and (possibly) Desertowen. These churches would have been made of
wood and wattle-and-daub: impermanent structures which have
disappeared without trace.
= _'

ST. COLUMBS CHURCH WITH WOODEN PORCH

uring the Middle Ages, first under the O'Caireallains and their
kinsmen and later under the O'Cahans, the needs of the people were
catered for in the parochial churches, which had replaced the monastic
ones, at Clondermot, Enagh Lough, Clooney and Gransha, and in the
Cisitercian Convent at Rossnagalliagh. These were stone buildings and
the relics of many of them have survived.

When the diocesan bishop, Redmond O'Gallagher, perhaps the parish's
most illustrious resident, had been done to death in 1601 and the last of
the O'Cahans had been dragged off to end his days in the Tower of




London, confiscation and plantation were ultimately followed by a
persecution which deprived Catholics of their church buildings. It was
then that the Mass Rocks at the Birchwood in Ardmore, in Finncairn
Glen and at the Sand Hole at the Cross became especially hallowed
spots.

With relaxation of the Penal Laws, thc modest Ardmore Chapel (in use
by 1791 and actually in Curryneirin) and the improvised Mass-House in
Dr. White's yard in Duke Street sheltered the faithful as they
worshipped.
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CONSECRATION OF ST. COLUMBS CHURCH 3rd JUNE 1958

In more recent times, the people of Glendermott have established
several places of worship, all but one of which are still in use today: St.
Columb's Church (1841), the Enagh Lough Chapel (1917 - now
replaced by St. Oliver Plunkett's, the Parish Church of the independent
Strathfoyle), the Good Shepherd Convent (1919), St. Mary's Church
(1930 - now the Parish Church of an autonomous Ardmore), St. Mary's
Oratory, Newbuildings (1948), and the Church of the Immaculate
Conception, Gobnascale (1981).

St. Columb's Church is undoubtedly the most venerable of this last-
mentioned group of religious sites. Begun in 1838, on an acre of ground
purchased two years previously by Archdeacon McCarron from Sir
Robert Ferguson, and opened in 1841 - ten years before the foundation
stone of St. Eugene's Cathedral was laid! In 1873, when Dr. Phillip
Devlin was Parish priest, the bell-tower was added and the people of
Derry heard the sound of a call to Catholic worship for the first time in
more than two centuries. In the 1880's, at the beginning of Monsignor
Charles McFaul's term of office, the Church was extended as it had
become too small for the Sunday congregations: a chancel and transepts
were added to the original, thus making the Church cruciform; the
interior was re-decorated; a new Communion Rail was installed; and
the Church grounds were enclosed and wrought-iron entrance gates
were erected. During the First World War the grotto of Qur lady of
Lourdes was built. During the pastorate of Father W.B. McFeely, the
Church was renovated and an organ installed. In comparitively recent
times, the hecating 8w @ "=
system was modern- F@ '*F £
ised; the interior was &
redecorated and the
Church's furnishings
made to comply with = °
the new liturgical = &
requirements; and the
landscaping of the
grounds was developed
to add to the beauty of
the Church setting.
During these years of
renewal in the Church,
the Parish of Glen-
dermott was guided §
successfully by Mnsgr.
Joseph O'Doherty, Fr.
John McGaughey and
Mnsgr. Austin Duffy.
The highlight of Mnsgr. O'Doherty's association with the Parish was the
solemn consecration of the Parish Church in 1958. Almost thirty years
later, in 1986, Father James Clerkin initiated and completed a
restoration of the building, including major repair work, refurbishment
and redecoration, which has ensured that the future of St. Columb's
Church, Waterside, will be as important as its past.

ERIOR OF ST. COLUMB'S BEFO
RENOVATION 9th NOVEMBER 1985




MASS OF REDEDICATION OF ST. COLUMB'S CHURCH 28th JUNE 1986

THE INTERIOR OF ST. COLUMB'S CHURCH




The Church of
The Immaculate Conception
This year also marks the tenth anniversary of the Church of the
Immaculate Conception. The new church was dedicated in May 1981

by Most Rev. Dr. Edward Daly. During the previous seven years Mass
had been celebrated in the Assembly Hall of Saint Brecan's School.

In May 1978 Monsignor Austin Duffy commissioned F.M. Corr and
Associated (o design a new church for this area of the parish which had
developed intensely in recent years. The Foundation Stone was
blessded by Pope John Paul II during his Pastoral Visit to Our Lady's
Shrine at Knock and construction of the new church began in May
1980. Two curates, Father Eamon McDevitt and Father Neil Farren,
took up residence in the adjoining presbytery on its completion in 1981 .

Sunday 31st May 1981 will be remembered as another historic day in
the life of Glendermott parish. On that day Most Rev. Dr. Edward Daly
dedicated the new church. In his homily he paid tribute to all involved
in the construction.

The Church is fan-shaped and seats six hundred adults.

St. Mary's Oratory
Newbuildings

/ ildi illage by
A temporary Oratory was erected at Newbuildings villag
Monsigl:mr Joyseph O'Doherty, P.P., as a Chapel of Ease for that area of
the parish, and was dedicated in February 1943 by Bishop Neil Farren.

During the 1980's as the Oratory became very run-down, it was decided
that the building needed re-construction.

The firm of EM. Corr and Associates with Miss Oonagh Madded as
Project Architect designed the new Oratory.

On Sunday 31st July 1988, Saint Mary's Oratory was re-dedicated by
Most Rev. Dr. Edward Daly. In addition to the parish clergy present
were Fr. John Harkin, P.P.; Fr. Denis McConologue, C.C.; Fr. James
Brennan, P.P. and Fr. Eugene Boland, Adm.

The Oratory seats 175 people comfortably.
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Liam's Long and Happy
Association With
St. Columb's

- MARY McLAUGHLIN -

As a schoolboy Liam McGuinness used to ring the St. Columb's Church
bell for his uncle, John Muller, who was church sacristan. Little did
Liam know it then, but this was the beginning of a long and happy
relationship with the Chapel Road church which was to last more than
fifty years.

While still a teenager, Lim took over the job of sacristan from his uncle
and in doing so, he extended a family association with St. Columb's to
three generations, as his grandfather Matthias Muller had been church
sacristan before his uncle.

Father W.B. McFeely was parish priest
when Liam became sacristan and from
then until his retirement in 1981, Liam
was right hand man for another four parish
priests - Father John McGettigan, Mon-
signor Joseph O'Doherty, Father John
McGaughey and Monsignor Austin Duffy.

Liam lives just up the street from the
Chapel which is just as well, given his
description of the job of sacristan as "one
which had no beginning and no end".
Early morning Masses always meant an
even earlier start for the sacristan, and in
years gone by the church remained open
until 10 p.m., so it was certainly never a
nine to five job.

REV. WILLIAM McFEELY PP
1915-1937

It was however a job which he enjoyed immensely, and, as he was also
assistant church organist, he was able to combine his love of music with
his duties as sacristan.
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Looking back over his lifetime association with St. Columb's, Liam has
fond memories of the many priests who served in the parish while he
was sacristan. He remembers best those who had long spells in the
Waterside, such as Monsignor Joseph O'Doherty who was parish priest
for close on thirty years, and his curates, Father John Harkin,
Monsignor Bernard Kielt and Father Patrick McGoldrick.

In his time as sacristan, Liam
witnessed many changes in the
parish and in the church itself.
Events which stick out in his
memory include the start in 1948,
of the practice of ringing the
Angelus Bell three times a day at ¢
8 a.m., 12 noon and 6 p.m. In the &
same year, St. Columb's got its ©
first sound system and the church
choir under the direction of ¢
organist Redmond Friel did a
radio broadcast from the church & : e T
for the B.B.C. MONSIGNOR JOSEPH O'DOHERTY, P.P.

Older parishioners il femember 1946-1974 with William Kelly (Headmaster)
the Sodality Groups for men, women and children which met once a
month for prayers, a sermon and benediction. Liam recalled how,
during the 1930's the Women's Sodality, at the instigation of Father
Barney Smith, raised what was then the
very considerable sum of £500 to buy
the altar rails and bronze gates which
! adorned the church altar until the
B 1970's. And, for the record, Liam was
also able to say that the high church
altar, made from white Italian marble
£ cost £2,000 to install, while the two
smaller side altars cost £500 each, and
the Sanctuary Lamp donated by
Margaret Cregan, Duke St., was £100.

8 The most significant change as regards
f church ceremonies during Liam's time
§ as sacristan was the switch from the

RE\;. JOHN McGAUGHEY p_p Latin to the English Mass. This
1974-1977 necessitated changes in the church, and
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SISTER BRIGID MACKLE

In the year 1919 the Good Shepherd Sisters came to the Waterside to
begin their work in this city.

The first three sisters to come arrived in Derry in September 1926.
They came with the sanction and blessing of Most Rev. Dr. McHugh
who was the Bishop of the Diocese at that time.

The first Mass was celebrated by the Parish Priest, Rev. W.B. McFeely
on the feast of St. Michael, September 1929, and later that day the
Bishop officiated at the Installation of the Superior, Sister Mary Ita
Rice, a great grand-niece of Edmund Ignatius Rice, founder of the Irish

























